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INDIAN METAPHYSICS- (PHC- 2001) 

Course Outline 
 

Part 1. Nastika(Heterodox) Systems 

Unit 1: Carvaka: Perception as the only means of knowledge, critique of inference   

and verbal testimony, materialistic metaphysics,criticism of religion, 

hedonistic ethics. 

Unit2:    Jainism: Epistemology, pluralistic metaphysics(anekantavada),theory of   

karma,syadvada and its significance. 

Unit3: Buddhism: Four noble truths, theory of dependant origination, four 

philosophical schools(vaibhasika, sautrantika,yogacara and madhyamika) 

and their contributions to epistemology and metaphysics. 

 

Part 2. Astika Systems (nyaya, vaisesika, sankhya, yoga, mimamsa, Vedanta) will be 

studied under the following themes. 

• Important authors and their works 

• Epistemology 

• Metaphysics 

• Ethics 

Bibliography 
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WESTERN METAPHYSICS- (PHC- 2002) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Course Outline 

 

Part I: The Nature of Metaphysics 

• Introductory notions 

• Key terms and concepts 

 

Unit 1: What is Metaphysics? 

• Definition 

• Terminology 

• Names given  

Unit 2: Being-The starting point of Metaphysics  

• The Notion of being 

• Essence-the Manner of being 

• Existence-the Act of being 

Unit 3: Principle of Non-Contradiction  

• The First Principle of being 

• Different ways of expressing the principle 

• Inductive knowledge  

• The Evidence 

• The Role of the First Principle in Metaphysics 

 

Part II: The Metaphysical Structure of Being 

• Introductory notions 

• definitions 

Unit 1: Substance and Accidents 

• The Nature of Substance and Accidents 

• The Act of Being belongs to the Substance 

• The Composite of Substance and Accidents 

• Our Knowledge of Substance and accidents 

Unit 2: Categories 

• The Notion of Categories 

• The Classification of Categories 

• Quality 

• Relation 

 



Unit 3: The Act-Potency Structure of Being 

• The Notion of Act and Potency 

• Kinds of at and Potency 

• Relation between Act and Potency 

• Potency and Possibility 

• Metaphysical scope of Act and Potency 

Unit 4: The Transcendentals 

• Transcendental Unity 

• Transcendental Truth 

• Transcendental Goodness 

• Transcendental Beauty 

• Activity  

• Duration 

 

Part III: Causality 

• Introductory notions 

• Key terms and concepts 

Unit 1: The Nature of Causality 

• Knowledge of Causality 

• The Experience of Causality 

• Different Formulations of the Principle of Causality 

Unit 2: Kinds of Causality 

• Material Cause 

• Formal Cause 

• Efficient Cause 

• Final Cause 

Unit 3: The Connection between the Causes 

• Final Cause as Causa Causarium 

• Principle Finality 
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COSMOLOGY (INDIAN AND WESTERN)- (PHO- 2003) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Course Outline 

Part I: Contemporary Cosmology 

Unit 1: The Theory of Relativity 

• Understanding relativity 

• The two postulates of special relativity 

• Main claims of special and general relativity 

• Philosophical Implications 

Unit 2: Quantum Theory 

• Understanding quantum theory 

• Theories of the ultimate building blocks of reality and dual nature of 

reality  

• The Uncertainty Principle and its philosophical implications 

• The Complementary Principle and its philosophical implications 

Unit 3: The Finiteness of the Universe 

• Finiteness in time 

• Finiteness in space 

• Philosophical implications of the scientific understanding of space and 

time  

Unit 4: The Origin of the Universe 

• Theories of the Origin of the Universe: the Big Bang and the Steady 

State 

• Critical Appraisals of the theories 

• Philosophical Implications of the theories 

 

Unit 5: Teilhardian Synthesis 

• The goal and method of Teilhard de Chardin 

• Integration of science and religion, work and prayer 

• Involvement in the world and detachment from the world 

Unit 6: Indian Cosmology 

• Origin of the Universe according to Indian world-view 

• Signifiance of myths  

• Purusha and Prakrti 

 

Bibliography 
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Principle.Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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PHYSICS AND METAPHYSICS (PHO- 2001) 
________________________________________________________________________________                                

 Course Outline 
•  

Unit 1:  Physics and Metaphysics 

• Understanding science (physics) 

• Approaching religion (metaphysics) 

• Dialogue as way of life 

Unit 2: History of Dialogue between Physics and Metaphysics 

• Historical overview 

• Various models 

• Contemporary concerns 

Unit 3: Related Themes 

• Theory of Relativity 

• Quantum Mechanics 

• Chaos Theory 

• Evolution/ Creation 

• Big Bang/ Origin of the World 

Unit 4: Some Thinkers 

• A John Polkinghorne 

• Ian Barbour 

• Job Kozhmthadam 

• Robert J. Russell 

Unit 5: Need for Relating Physics and Metaphysics 

• Mutual critique 

• Deeper and comprehensive knowledge 

• Preservation of life 

• Living together 
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Reason and World View – (PHO- 2005) 

________________________________________________________ 
Unit 1 : Introductory Notions 

 ∗The Big Questions  

 ∗Ancient World-views 

 ∗Classical World-views 

∗Pre-renaissance world-view 

 

Unit 2 : Reson and Nature 

 ∗Appeal to nature – the reign of law 

 ∗Order in nature – the rule of reason 

 ∗The Darwinian World-view 

 *Science and Human Nature 

 

Unit 3 : The New World 

 ∗The New Physics 

 *Our dynamic universe 

 ∗The Idea of Progress 

∗The Idea of emergence  

∗The influence of neuroscience 

 

Unit 4 : The Emerging Future 

 ∗Building a personal world-view 

 ∗Philosophical Visions 

∗New Religious Visions 
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Press. 
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Philosophy of Art (Aesthetics)- PHO- 2004 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Section – I:  Indian Aesthetics 

 

Unit 1 : Natya and Rasa. Bharatamuni’s theory of Rasa. 

 

Unit 2 : Nature and analysis of Bhavas, Vrittis, Natyadharmi, Lokadharmi, Siddhis. 

 

Unit 3 : Abhinava Gupta’s development of the theory of Rasa, Dhanyalok,  

Anandvardhan, Abhinav Bharati, Sadharanikarana,  

 

Unit 4 : Natya : Script (Samhita) and Performance (Prayoga) 

 

Section – II:   Western Aesthetics 

 

Unit 5: A) Nature of Aesthetics- Definition by Leo Tolstoy 

  B) Autonomy of Aesthetics 

  C) Discussion of Main Concept like beauty, Sublime, Form 

 

Unit 6: A) Nature of Art: Distinction between material object, art object and 

Aesthetic object.  Distinction between material and medium, form and 

content. 

              B) Nature of Aesthetic Experience, Aesthetic, Attitude Aesthetic Qualities. 

              C) Painting, Sculpture- Roger Fry, Cecil Bell (Expressionism) 

 

Unit 7:  A) Different views regarding Art: Art as imitation, Expression (Extentialism- 

Essence), Intuition Siginificant form, symbolic form. 

              B) Aristole on Tragedy 

 

Unit 8:  Creation, Appreciation evaluation of a work of Art. 

A) Nature and analysis of an Aesthetic judgement. 

B) Art and meaning, Question of Interpretation- Freud, De-saussure’s 

language & Parol futuralism 

C) Evaluation of Art- Cultural relativism 

 

BOOKS FOR READING : 

• Kant : Critique of judgement, (tr.) Bernard J.H., Oxford, London, 1973. 

• Langer S. : Feeling and Form, RKP, London, 1973. 

• Carriet E.F. : The theory of beauty, Methuen, London, 1962. 
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• Goodman N. : Languages of Art, Bobbs and Meril, New York, 1968. 



• Hospers John: Introductory Readings in Aesthetics, The free press, New York, 

1969. 

• Barlingay S.S. : Soundaryache Vyakarana, Abhinava Prakashan, Bombay, 1976. 

• Oswal Ganfling (Ed.) : Philosophical Aesthetics : An Introduction, Blackwell, 

1992. 

• Susan L. (Ed.): Feagin and Patrik Maynard: Aesthetics, Oxford University Press. 

• John W. Bender (Ed.) : H. Gene Blocker, Contemporary Phiosophy of Art, 

Prentice Hall, New Jercey. 

• Gordon Grahman: Philosophy of the Arts, Routledge, London. 

• Bharatmuni: Natyashastra, Baroda Oriental Series, Baroda, 1956. 

• Indian Aesthetics and Art Activity, Proceedings of a seminar, Indian Institute of 
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• Commaraswami A.K., The Transformation of Nature in Art, Dover Publications, 

New York, 1956. 
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• R=l°. Iln.Gn$. ]P= : ]`U YlP²=¶ ‘§zN`q 
• R=l°. Iln.Gn$. ]P= : `f - ]lc zcLl` 
• IlnWlc`q Gn$UG$`: ]l`Uq¶ YlP²=¶dló 

• R=l°. ]l. `l. mlP=TG$` : fl¢W¶© ‘q‘l§fl 
• B.C. Mardhekar : Art and Man. 

• R=l°. à]lG$` mlÜ¶n : fl¢W¶© ‘q‘l§fl 
• flYn IvéNq : G$al ågTNn G$l¶> 

• R C Colling Word : Principles of Art 

• f.I. ‘ladn : G$anLn UÎcjlY(flzgË¶ f§ñG¥$Uq ‘§R=h) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Buddhism and Jainism- (PHO- 2002) 

 
Section –I Buddhism 

 

Unit 1: Introduction to Buddhism- General History and Culture, Neo- Buddhism 

 

Unit 2 : Pramanas accepted by Buddhism- Pramana vichar,  

              Pramanyavada, Apoha 

 

Unit 3 : Causality- Doctrine of depatmant origination- Pratiyasamutpada 

 Dotrine of Impermanence- Anityavada 

 Doctrine of No Soul- Anatmavada 

 

Unit 4 : Four Nobel Truths. 

 The Nobel Eight- Fold Path- Ashtangamarga 

 Nirvana 

 

Unit 5 : Doctrine of Momenentariness- Kshanabhangavada 

 Doctrine of Nothingness- Shunyavada 

 

Unit 6 : Critical evaluation of Buddhism 

 

Section- II Jainism 

Introduction to Jainism, There Pramanas  

(Means of Knowledge have undergone changes 3 times) 

 

Unit 1 : Parmana Charcha- Nayavada, Syadavada, Saptabhanginaya 

 

Unit 2 : Anekantvada- Categories- Jiva- Ajiva- Atheism 

 

Unit 3 : Theory of Karma- Bondage and liberation 

 

Unit 4 : Critical evaluation of Jainism 

 

Books for Reading:- 

• Dr. Sharma C. : Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarasidass 

• Dr. Radhakrishnan : Indian Philosophy, Vol I, II, III 

• Hiriyana M : Outlines of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarasidass 

• Hiriyana M : Essentials of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarasidass 

• Joshi G.N. : Bhartiya Tattvajnanacha Brihad Itihas, Shubhada Sarasvat 

Prakashan 



• Dixit Srinivas : Bharatiya Tattvajnana 

• Sinha Yadunath : History of Indian Philosophy 

• Dasgupta S : A History of Induan Philosophy, Vol I to V. Motilal Banarasidass 

• Chatterjee & Datta : An Introduction to Indian Philosophy  

• fc© @Ü¶¶Y G{$Ð àljmlQ=dlhl ‘§R=h clA©: }l³Õ X‘l©Ll @ä¶vW¶ @lzT àfl` 
• cl.Iln. @lmP=n: }l³Õ mc©, f‘Ýc¶ àG$ldY 

• gZ`]lC  mIl ǹ : }l³ÕX‘© ‘lI©Wqm, ‘°NnñP=qG$ }vG$ ñP=l°a 

• R=l°. zfÝXx R=l§In : }l³ÕX‘© @lzT UÎcjlY, G$l±zP=YnÝP=a àG$ldY 

• R=l°. `lN{Ð àflW dl³¶ : }l³Õ Wd©Y, ‘Ü¶àWnd pgWq I«§V @°Gn$R=‘q 
• Dr. Ambedkar : The Buddha and his Dhamma 

• zfÕl§UlLl¶© m§. G³$aldL§Ð dlóq : N³Y Ý¶l¶ 

• R=l°. Gn$. cl. @lmP=n: @lLl¶© zfÕfnY zWclG$` àzTU Ý¶l¶lcUl` m`l‘d© àG$ldY‘lal, 

UÎcjlY zc]lI, mvTn zcÚlmqQ= 

• gq`lala N³Y : à‘n¶ `ËY‘lal, Ll³Hå}l zcÚl]cY, cl`lTfq 
 

 

 

Cosmology – (PHO- 2003) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


